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Our Whole School Curriculum Intent  

At Finlay, we aim to teach a broad and balanced curriculum that enables children to enjoy, achieve and 

succeed in line with the National Curriculum. We provide opportunities to develop the children’s cultural capital 

and ensure they are life-long learners, who are ready for the next step of their education and to thrive in 

society. In addition to teaching the National Curriculum, we also aim for our children to leave school with a 

SMILE! Our SMILE values are: social awareness, mental health and wellbeing, independence, life skills and 

excellent aspirations. We provide opportunities to develop these values in all curriculum areas.  

Our Religious Education (RE) Intent  

At Finlay, we teach the National Curriculum. As stated in the Non-Statutory Guidance 2010 for teaching RE 

in English schools, the curriculum for a maintained school must be a balanced and broadly based one which 

‘promotes the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development of pupils and society, and prepares 

pupils for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of later life.’  

In addition to this, we follow the Gloucestershire Agreed Syllabus for RE (2026 plus).  The principal aim of 

Religious Education is to explore what people believe and what difference this makes to how they live, so 

that pupils can gain the knowledge, understanding and skills needed to handle questions raised by religion 

and belief, reflecting on their own ideas and ways of living. 

We feel this ties in closely with our ‘SMILE’ values, as our pupils gain a better understanding of the local 

and wider community, they learn more about the world in which they live and how they can participate 

positively in our society, expressing their insights while respecting the ideas, beliefs and values of others. 

 



 

Whole School Curriculum Overview: 
Religious Education (The Big Question) 

 
 
 

  

 

Multi-Faith 

Islam  

Christianity  

Hinduism  

Judaism   

1.1: What do Christians 
believe God is like? 
1.2: Why does Christmas 
matter to Christians and 
how do people celebrate it?   
1.7: What is it like to be 
brought up in a Muslim 
home in the UK today?  
1.5: What is it like to be 
brought up in a Hindu 
home in the UK today?   
1.9: How do stories and 
art express worldviews? 

Year 1 

Year 4 

Year 2 

Year 5 

Year 3 

Year 6 

1.8: What is it like to be a part of the Muslim community in the 
UK (and beyond)?  
1.6: What is it like to be brought up in a Jewish home in the UK 
today?  
1.4: What is it like to be brought up in a Christian home in the 
UK today?  
1.3: Why does Easter matter to Christians, and how do people 
celebrate it?   
1.10: How can someone’s worldview be seen in the choices they 
make?  
 

L2.2: What might Christians learn 
from the Old Testament about 
how to live?  
L2.7: Why is Muhammad 
important to Muslims today?   
L2.9: What is it like to be a 
humanist in the UK today?   
L2.4: Do all Christians believe 
and behave in the same way?   
L2.10: How and why do people 
(in three traditions) use ceremonies 
to show their commitments?   
L2.11: What is the ‘golden rule’, 
and how might it be put into 
practice by people from different 
religious and non-religious 
worldviews?  

L2.6: How do Jews in England celebrate 
festivals, and how does this show what 
matters to them?   
L2.8: What do Muslims believe about God and 
how do they respond?  
L2.1: What do Christians learn from the 
Creation narrative?   
L2.5: What beliefs do Hindus hold about the 
Supreme Being?  
L2.3: For Christians, what kind of world did 
Jesus want?   
L2.12: What brings people meaning and purpose 
in life?  

U2.1: What influence does believing in the 
Trinity have on Christian worldviews?  
U2.7: How does Hajj show what matters 
to Muslims in Britain?   
U2.6: How does the Torah influence 
Jewish people today?   
U2.4: Why might the belief that Jesus 
‘saved’ people be so important for many 
Christians?  
U2.9: How do non-religious people 
understand and respond to the world and 
life?    
U2.10: How do organised and individual 
worldviews help people when times get 
hard?   

U2.2: Creation and science: conflicting or 
complimentary?  
U2.3: How and why do Christians follow the 
example of Jesus?  
U2.5: Why might Hindus want to be good?  
U2.8: How do Muslims decide what is right and 
wrong?   
U2.11: How might someone’s worldview affect 
how they view and treat the world?  

Reception 
F3: How might people in 
Gloucestershire show they 
belong together?   
F2: Why is Christmas 
special to Christians?  
F1: Why is God so important 
to Christians? 
F4: What special times do 
people celebrate and why 
might these times be very 
important?  
F6: What stories are 
important in our school 
community / local area and 
why?  
F5: Which places are special 
for people living in 
Gloucestershire and why?   
 



 

RE Coverage Term by Term (EYFS – Year 6) 

 Autumn Term Spring Term  Summer Term 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2  Summer 1  Summer 2 

Reception  It’s Good to 
be Me  

Let’s Celebrate   I wonder: 
What it’s like in 
space?  
What it’s like in 
Australia?  
What it’s like in 
Antarctica?  

I wonder: 
What materials are 
waterproof? 
What the weather is 
like in each season?  
What it is like at 
The Farm?  

Once Upon a Time  
Moving on up!   

Religious 

Education Unit  
How might 
people in 

Gloucestershire 
show they 

belong together? 
(F4)  

Why is 
Christmas 

special to 
Christians? 

(F2)  

Why is God so 
important to 

Christians?  
(F1)  

What special 
times do people 

celebrate and 
why might 

these times be 
very important? 

(F4)  

What stories 
are important in 

our school 
community / 

local area and 
why?  
(F6)  

Which places are 
special for people 

living in 
Gloucestershire and 

why?  
(F5)  

Year 1 Finlay Toy Factory  Where oh Where is Finlay Bear  The Great Space Race  

Religious 

Education Unit 
What do 
Christians 

believe God is 
like? 

(Unit 1.1)  

Why does 
Christmas 

matter to 
Christians and 

how do people 
celebrate it?   

(Unit 1.2) 
 
 

What is it like 
to be brought 

up in a Muslim 
home in the UK 

today? 
(Unit 1.7) 

What is it like 
to be brought 

up in a Hindu 
home in the UK 

today?   
(Unit 1.5) 

How do stories and art express 
worldviews? 

(Unit 1.9) 



 

Year 2 The Great Fire of London & 
The Tudors  

Around the World in … Days  
Passport theme  

Heroes in History  
Florence Nightingale and Mary 

Seacole 
Religious 

Education Unit 
What is it like 
to be a part of 

the Muslim 
community in 

the UK (and 
beyond)? 
(Unit 1.8) 

What is it like 
to be brought 

up in a Jewish 
home in the UK 

today? 
(Unit 1.6) 

What is it like 
to be brought 

up in a 
Christian home 

in the UK 
today? 

(Unit 1.4) 

Why does 
Easter matter to 

Christians, and 
how do people 

celebrate it?   
(Unit 1.3) 

How can someone’s worldview be 
seen in the choices they make? 

(Unit 1.10) 

Year 3 Rock and Roll!  
Stone Age and Iron Age  

Deadly Disasters  Navigating the Nile/  
Ancient Egyptians  

Religious 

Education Unit 
What might 

Christians learn 

from the Old 
Testament about 

how to live? 
(Unit L2.2) 

Why is 
Muhammad 

important to 
Muslims today? 

(Unit L2.7)   

What is it like 
to be a 

humanist in the 
UK today?   

(Unit L2.9) 

Do all 
Christians 

believe and 
behave in the 

same way?   
(Unit L2.4) 

How and why 
do people (in 

three traditions) 
use ceremonies 

to show their 
commitments?  

(Unit L2.10)  

What is the ‘golden 
rule’, and how 

might it be put into 
practice by people 

from different 
religious and non-

religious 
worldviews? 

(Unit L2.11) 

Year 4 Rotten Romans  
Glorious Glevum  

Journey to the River Sea! 
Come Sail with Me!  

Ancient Greeks  
Olympics  

Religious 
Education Unit 

How do Jews 
in England 

celebrate 
festivals, and 

how does this 
show what 

matters to 
them?   

(Unit L2.6) 

What do 
Muslims believe 

about God and 
how do they 

respond? 
(Unit L2.8) 

What do 
Christians learn 

from the 
Creation 

narrative?   
(Unit L2.1) 

What beliefs do 
Hindus hold 

about the 
Supreme Being? 

(Unit L2.5) 

For Christians, 
what kind of 

world did 
Jesus want?   

(Unit L2.3) 

What brings people 
meaning and 

purpose in life? 
(Unit L2.12) 



 

Year 5  Invaders and Settlers – 
Saxons, Vikings and Mayans 

Deforestation  
The Rainforest – North and 

South America  

Chocolate!  
Ancient Maya 

Religious 

Education Unit 
What influence 
does believing 

in the Trinity 
have on 

Christian 
worldviews? 
(Unit U2.1) 

How does Hajj 
show what 

matters to 
Muslims in 

Britain?   
(Unit U2.7) 

How does the 
Torah influence 

Jewish people 
today?   

(Unit U2.6) 

Why might the 
belief that 

Jesus ‘saved’ 
people be so 

important for 
many 

Christians? 

(Unit U2.4) 

How do non-
religious people 

understand and 
respond to the 

world and life?    
(Unit U2.9) 

How do 
organised and 

individual 
worldviews help 

people when times 
get hard?   

(Unit U2.10) 

Year 6 We’ll Meet Again!  
World War 2  

Ice Explorer  
Arctic and Antarctica  

Let Me Entertain You! 
History of Entertainment  

Religious 

Education Unit 
Creation and 

science: 
conflicting or 

complimentary? 
(Unit U2.2) 

How and why 

do Christians 
follow the 

example of 
Jesus? 

(Unit U2.3) 

Why might 

Hindus want to 
be good? 

(Unit U2.5) 

How do 

Muslims decide 
what is right 

and wrong?   
(Unit U2.8) 

How might someone’s worldview 

affect how they view and treat the 
world? 

(Unit U2.11) 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Progression of Knowledge, Skills and Understanding in the National 
Curriculum 

Religious Education: The Big Question (Glos Agreed Syllabus 2026 plus)  
 

The Gloucestershire Agreed Syllabus for RE (2026+) sets out a clear progression of knowledge, 
skills and understanding so pupils build their learning year on year. At its core, the syllabus 
emphasises that RE is cumulative: children revisit key concepts (belief, practice, meaning, 
community, morality, interpretation) in increasingly complex ways as they move through school. 
Prior learning is never treated as isolated; instead, each new unit connects back to what pupils 
already know, strengthening their ability to explain, compare, evaluate and interpret religious and 
non‑religious worldviews. 

 

Each Big Question is accompanied by a double‑page progression document outlining what pupils 
should know, understand and be able to do by the end of the unit. These outcomes ensure that 
learning is sequenced, age‑appropriate, and disciplinary. The progression sheets highlight expected 
knowledge, key vocabulary, enquiry skills, disciplinary lenses, and opportunities for reflection, 
ensuring that every pupil moves forward in a structured and coherent way. 



 

 



 

Knowledge Organisers and Long-Term Plans  
Knowledge organisers are used to identify the sequence of learning, key questions per lesson, sticky knowledge, connections and rapid recall information. They also identify 

key vocabulary. These should be glued in at the beginning of a unit of work. There is a sample of knowledge organisers for each year group included in this guide.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Characteristics of Effective Religious Education Teaching  

What would I see in a unit of RE? What would I see in a Lesson?  

 
 Recap at the beginning of the theme to 

teach children how this unit links to 

their previous learning, using knowledge 

organisers to support this.  

Children making sense of beliefs through 

identifying, describing, explaining & 

analysing beliefs/concepts 

Use/verbalise personal reflections 

with increasing clarity   

Language rich: using and developing 

religious/technical/theological language  

5-minute recap at the beginning of each 

lesson to encourage retention of key 

knowledge and vocabulary.  

Recap and retrieval activities.  

Children making connections to 

evaluate, reflect on and enquire into 

key concepts    

Children understanding the impact of 

religion by examining, explaining, 

recognizing & appreciating how people 

put their beliefs into action 

Use primary and secondary sources/use 

of visits & visitors where appropriate 

 

Development of knowledge, skills and 

understanding in line with the 

Gloucestershire Syllabus (2026 plus) 


