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Our Whole School Curriculum Intent  

At Finlay, we aim to teach a broad and balanced curriculum that enables children to enjoy, achieve 

and succeed in line with the National Curriculum. We provide opportunities to develop the children’s 

cultural capital and ensure they are life-long learners, who are ready for the next step of their 

education and to thrive in Society. In addition to teaching the National Curriculum, we also aim for 

our children to leave school with a SMILE! Our SMILE values are: social awareness, mental health 

and wellbeing, independence, life skills and excellent aspirations. We provide opportunities to develop 

these values in all curriculum areas.  

Our Phonics Intent  

At Finlay Community School,  we strive to ensure that all children become successful, fluent readers by the 

end of Key Stage One and believe this is achievable through a combination of strong, high quality, discrete 

phonics teaching combined with a whole language approach that promotes a ‘Reading for Pleasure’ culture.   

As learners in our school, our children:  

• Use the skills of segmenting and blending to read words. 

• Have the opportunity to engage in a variety of activities that will support and develop their learning and 

skills. 

• Become fluent and confident readers by applying their phonics knowledge learnt through each set of 

sounds. 

• Use and apply their phonics knowledge in other curriculum subjects when reading, spelling and writing 



 

                  Whole School Curriculum Overview: 
                  Phonics Overview 

 
 
 

  

Children to learn set 1 and special 
friends sounds confidently. Start 
learning set 2 sounds. 

• Children to able to segment 
and blend confidently with 
the sounds they know. 

• Learn and use Fred fingers. 
• Recognise some red words. 
• Begin to read none-sense 

words. 

 

Reception 

Children to be confident in set 1 
1sounds including Special friends.  To 
continue to learn set 2 and 3 sounds. 

• Be confident in segmenting and 

blending.  
• Read and recognise red words.  
• To be aware of alternative 

spelling patterns.   
• Read non-sense words. 
• Complete phonics screening check.  

 

Year 1 

Year 2 

Children to be confident to read 

all of set 1, 2 and 3 sounds.  

• Become confident of 

alternative spelling 

patterns,  

• Be able to read with 

fluency,  

• Read multi-syllabic words.  

• Signed off the RWI 

programme.  



 

 Coverage Term by Term (EYFS – Year 2) 

 Autumn Term Spring Term  Summer Term 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2  Summer 1  Summer 2 

Reception It’s Good to 
be Me  

Let’s Celebrate   I wonder…  Once Upon a Time  
Moving on up!   

Phonics 

knowledge 

Teach for 3 

weeks – set 1 
sounds. 1 

sound a day. 
Assess the 

children week 
3 ready for 
grouping. 

Week 5 – set 
groups. 

Teach in 

appropriate 
groups. 

6 
differentiated 

groups. 
 

Assess after 
6 weeks. 

Teach in 

appropriate 
groups. 

6 
differentiated 

groups. 
 

Assess after 6 
weeks. 

Teach in 

appropriate 
groups. 

6 
differentiated 

groups. 
 

Assess after 6 
weeks. 

Teach in 

appropriate groups. 
6 differentiated 

groups. 
 

Assess after 6 
weeks. 

Teach in 

appropriate 
groups. 

6 differentiated 
groups. 

 
 

Assess and 
group ready for 

year 1. 

Teaching for 
the term  

Read First 16 
Set 1 sounds  
Learning to 
blend: Word 
Time 1.1 to 
1.4 with 
white speed 

sound cards. 
Fred Finger 
routines 

Read all 
single letter 
sounds and 
blend orally  
Read words: 
Word Time 1.1 
to 1.4 on 

Green Word 
Cards. 
Review 
previously 

Read to blend 
all CVC and  
learn Set 1 
Special 
Friends, review 
Set 1 single 
letter sounds 

(reading only) 
Read 3 sound 
words: Word 

CCVC, CVCC 
and 5 sound 
words 
(stamp/strop) 
Read 4/5 
sound words: 
Word Time 1.6 

and 1.7  
Review Word 
Time 1.2 to 1.5  

Set 2 to be taught- 
focus on first half 
ay/ee/igh/ow/oo/oo 
teaching 3 sounds 

a week 
Read green words 
with set 2 sounds 

in. 
Continue to review 
Word Time 1.6 and 
1.7 

Set 2 Sounds – 
focus on 2nd 
half ar / or / 
air/ ir/ou/oy 
teaching 3 

sounds a week. 
Read green 

words with set 
2 sounds in. 



 

Spell using 
Fred Fingers 
CVC 
Fred Talk 
Games 
 

taught words 
(1.1 to 1.4) 
Spell using 
Fred Fingers 
CVC 

Time 1.5 and 
1.6  
Review Word 
Time 1.2 to 1.4  
Read 3 sound 
nonsense 
words 
includes with 
Set 1 and 
Special friends 

(chit) 
Spell using 
Fred Fingers 
including SF 

Read 4 sound 
nonsense 
words 
Spell using 
Fred Fingers 
4/5 sound 

Read 3/4 sound 
nonsense words  
Spell using Fred 
Fingers 
Build fluency with 
commonly 
occurring 
storybook words 
(with/off/have) 

Continue to 
review Word 
Time 1.6 and 1.7 
Read 3/4 sound 
nonsense words  
Spell using Fred 
Fingers 
Build fluency 
with commonly 
occurring 

storybook words 
(with/off/have) 

Minimum 
expectation 
RWI colour 
band by end 
of the term 

1B 1C Ditty PCM Red Ditty 
Books 

Read green 
books. 

Read green or 
purple books 

Year 1 Finlay Toy Factory  Where oh Where is Finlay Bear  The Great Space Race  

Phonics 
knowledge  

Children to 
be taught in 

4 - 5 
differentiated 

groups. 
Assess every 

6 weeks. 

Children to be 
taught in 4 - 

5 
differentiated 

groups. 
Assess every 

6 weeks. 

Children to be 
taught in 4 - 

5 
differentiated 

groups. 
Assess every 

6 weeks. 

Children to be 
taught in 4 - 

5 
differentiated 

groups. 
Assess every 

6 weeks. 

Children to be 
taught in 4 - 5 
differentiated 

groups. 
Assess every 6 

weeks. 

Children to be 
taught in 4 - 5 
differentiated 

groups. 
 

Assess ready 
for year 2. 



 

Teaching for 
the term 

Teach set 2 
sounds- 
teach to 
gaps. 
 
Read all Set 
2 Sounds 
and Phonics 
Green Words 
Read Set 1 

Phonics Green 
Words and 
build speed 
Read 
nonsense 
words Spell 
using Fred 
Fingers 

Teach set 2 
sound gaps  
 
Read all Set 
2 Sounds 
and Phonics 
Green Words 
Read Set 1 
Phonics Green 
Words and 

build speed 
Read 
nonsense 
words Spell 
using Fred 
Fingers  

Teach Set 3 
first half (ea 
/ oi / a-e/ i-e 
/o-e /u-e/ aw/ 
are / ur) 
 
Read Set 3 
Sounds and 
matched 
Phonics Green 

Words (once 
reading Set 2 
sounds and 
words 
confidently)  
Read Set 1 
and 2 Phonics 
Green Words 
and build 
speed. 
Read nonsense 
words. 
Spell using 
Fred Fingers: 
focus on Set 
2 word. 

Teach Set 3 
second half 
(er/ ow/ ai/ 
oa/ ew/ ire/ 
ear /ure.) 
 
Sounds and 
matched 
Phonics Green 
Words Read 

Set 1, 2 and 3 
Phonics Green 
Words and 
build speed 
Read nonsense 
words Spell 
using Fred 
Fingers: Set 2 
and 3 words 

Review Set 3 
sounds, teaching 

to gaps. 
 
 

Sounds and 
matched Phonics 
Green Words Read 
Set 1, 2 and 3 
Phonics Green 

Words and build 
speed Read 
nonsense words 
Spell using Fred 
Fingers: Set 3 
words with 
matching Set 2 
sound words for 
review. 

 
 

(Phonics screening 
check – June) 

Read all of Set 
1,2 and 3  

 
 

Corresponding 
Phonics Green   
Words Read Set 
1, 2 and 3 
Phonics Green 
Words speedily 

Read nonsense 
words Spell 
using Fred 
Fingers: Set 2 
and 3 words 

Minimum 
expectation 
RWI colour 

Read purple 
books. 

Read pink 
books 

Read orange 
books 

Read yellow 
books 

Read yellow books Read Blue books 



 

band by end 
of the term 

 

Year 2 Heroes in History  
Florence Nightingale and 

Mary Seacole  

Around the World in … Days  
Passport theme  

The Great Fire of London & The 
Tudors 

Phonics 
knowledge 

Children to 
be taught in 

4 
differentiated 

groups  

Children to be 
taught in 4 
differentiated 

groups 

Children to be 
taught in 4 
differentiated 

groups 

Children to be 
taught in 4 
differentiated 

groups 

Children to be 
taught in 4 
differentiated 

groups 

Children to be 
taught in 4 
differentiated 

groups 

Teaching for 
the term 

Read all of 
Set 1,2 and 3 
Sounds in 
multi-syllabic 
words  
 
Sounds and 

corresponding 
Phonics Green   
Words  
Read Set 1, 2 
and 3 
Phonics Green 
Words 
speedily  
Read 
nonsense 
words 

Read all of 
Set 1,2 and 3 
Sounds in 
multi-syllabic 
words 
 
Sounds and 

corresponding 
Phonics Green   
Words  
Read Set 1, 2 
and 3 
Phonics Green 
Words 
speedily. 
Read 
nonsense 
words  

Read all of 
Set 1,2 and 3 
Sounds in 
single 
syllable/multi-
syllabic words 
with fluency 

Sounds and 
matched 
Phonics Green 
Words  
Speedily Read 
multi-syllabic 
words. 
Read nonsense 
words 
Spell using 
Fred Fingers: 
multi-syllabic, 

Read all of 
Set 1,2 and 3 
Sounds in 
single 
syllable/multi-
syllabic words 
with fluency 

Sounds and 
matched 
Phonics Green  
Words speedily 
Read multi-
syllabic words  
Read nonsense 
words Spell 
using Fred 
Fingers: multi-
syllabic, Set 2 
and 3 words   

Access 
comprehension and 

spelling 
programmes.  

Access 
comprehension 
and spelling 
programmes 



 

Spell using 
Fred Fingers: 
Set 2 and 3 
words 

Spell using 
Fred Fingers: 
Set 2 and 3 
words 
Concentrate 
on fluency.  

Set 2 and 3 
words   

Minimum 
expectation 
RWI colour 
band by end 
of the term 

Read blue 
books. 

Read Grey 
books 

Read grey 
books with 
fluency and 

comprehension. 

Assessed as 
off the 

programme. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Assessment 

When the children start in Reception the children will have 2 weeks (Maximum) of single sound teaching. After this 

time the Phonics lead or an adult that has had the implementation Read Write Inc training, will assess the children 

and group them appropriately using the Read Write Inc assessments and assessment grids. 

In all year groups, the children will be grouped appropriately to match their abilities. In Reception, the children will 

mix within their cohort, KS1 will mix to ensure correct groupings.  

Children will be assessed every 6 weeks to ensure the children are making progress and to identify any children 

who may need some extra support such as interventions. Children are assessed in their phonics lesson every day 

by the adult through observations. If we feel there is a child who needs to move groups before the 6 week 

assessment period then this will be done. Towards the Phonics Screening Check, Year 1 pupils will be given practice 

papers to identify specific skills or any gaps in learning. 

Example of Assessment:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The staff member will assess the children by flashing cards and highlighting the sounds/ words they know. This 

will be done every 6 weeks. The sounds/ words the children do not know must be left blank. Every time the 

children are assessed it needs to be highlighted in a different colour and specify what term it is – this should 

indicate the gaps within the child’s phonics knowledge. If a child is able to sound out, but not blend, then dots are 

to put under the sounds to show that they know how to sound out but not blend; for example the child says “c – 

a –t” but then says “cap”. 

Grouping  

Children will be grouped appropriately to ensure their needs are being met.  

The teaching of phonics in groups will be taught within their year group. 

The staff member of each phonics group will be responsible for matching the children’s home reader to ensure the 

books match the children’s phonics knowledge, this includes a storybook and a book bag book.  

 

Planning  

All year groups teaching phonics will use Read Write Inc Planning, this can be found in the handbooks which every 

year group (reception to year 2) have.  Planning for phonics will be done separately (planning template below) from 

literacy but with the understanding that good phonics teaching should link to the literacy needs of the children 

within a literacy lesson and across the curriculum. Each Phonics lesson should include the following sections:   

• Revise – Overlearn the previous graphemes and words.  

• Teach – Introduce a new grapheme / phoneme words / tricky words.  

• Practise – Develop GPCs (grapheme phoneme correspondences) /read and spell new words / tricky words.  

• Apply – Use the new graphemes / words in games and activities to secure knowledge.  

• Assess – Monitor progress within each phase to inform planning. 

 

Please see planning format for phonics. 



 

A speeds sounds lesson:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Order of teaching.  

 



 

Reading lesson:  

Red Ditty Level:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

This can be found on oxford owl website or in the handbooks. This is for green book and above.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

We currently teach on a 5-day timetable for RWI coloured books – green and above.  

Here is the 5 day timetable, linked to the planning above.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The sounds will be taught in sets – set 1, 2 and 3. This is to ensure coverage of the sounds. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

There are additional sounds that are also taught:  



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Whilst teaching s, f, l, z, we ensure we discuss with the children about the consonant vowel can be double for example:  

ss – mess,  

ff in cuff, 

 ll in well, 

 zz in buzz 

 

These are pointed out in the speed sound chart and displayed using a post it note.  

 

 



 

What would I see in phonics?  What would I see in a Lesson?  
 

Simple or Complex chart being used. 

 

Review of pervious sounds.  

 

Fred talk  

Or  

Fred in your head  

 

Formation of letters being modeled 

correctly to children.  

 

Red and green words. 

 

Use of specific technical vocabulary, 

such as: diagraph / trigraph, segment, 

blend 

 

Good pace. 

 

Children in correct sets so phonics 

teaching is appropriately matched.  

 

Teacher modelling 

 



 

What do these phrases/words mean? 
What is Fred Talk?  

We will introduce the children to a toy frog called ‘Fred’ when they are ready to start reading words. Fred can only 
say the sounds in a word and needs pupils to help him read the word. Fred will say the sounds and pupils will 

work out the word. For example, Fred will say the sounds c–a–t, and pupils will say the word cat. This is Fred 
Talk: sounding out the word.  

What is segmenting?  

Segmenting involves breaking words down into individual sounds or syllables for example: 

 d – o – g.  

What is blending? 

Blending is the ability to build words from individual sounds by blending the sounds together in sequence. For 

example, the learner blends the sounds m- u - m to form the word mum. 

What is a digraph? 

A digraph is two letters that make one sound. The digraph can be made up of vowels or consonants. For example 

‘ch’ or ‘sh’. 

What is a trigraph? 

A trigraph is a single sound that is represented by three letters. For example ‘igh’. 

What is a phoneme? 

A phoneme is the smallest unit of sound within a word. They are taught to children when learning phonics, the 

study of sounds. For example, the word 'dog' consists of three phonemes (d–o–g). The word 'charm' also consists 

of three phonemes (ch–ar–m) 



 

 

What is a graphene? 

A grapheme is a letter or a number of letters that represent a sound (phoneme) in a word. ... The sounds /k/ is 

represented by the letter 'c'. Here is an example of a 2 letter grapheme: l –ea- f. The sound /ee/ is represented by by 

the letters 'e a'. Here is a 3 letter grapheme: n-igh-t 

Nonsense words (Alien words)            

As well as learning to read and blend real words, pupils will have plenty of opportunities to apply their sound 
recognition skills on reading ‘Nonsense words’. These words will also feature heavily in the Year One Phonics 

Screening check in the summer term.   
  

  
         



 

 

Hold a sentence 
This is an activity that encourages pupils to remember a whole sentence while focusing on spelling and punctuation.  
  

Build a sentence  
This is to give pupils the opportunity to create their own sentence that shows the meaning of a word and edit a 
sentence allows the pupils to critique a sentence using their knowledge of spelling, punctuation and grammar. Pupils 
complete a longer piece of independent writing, which gives them the opportunity to show off their creativity and to 
practice their spelling, grammar and punctuation.  
 

Resources 

Read Write Inc flash cards are to be used during phonics lessons.  

Red and Green words to be used.  

Objects can be used to support the children’s understanding.  

Speed charts to be used.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Intervention 
EYFS & KS1 

Phonics Interventions in addition to group teaching, we provide 1:1 tutoring for children in EYFS and KS1 to ensure 

all children reach their full potential in their Phonics learning. We run interventions in the afternoons.  

We all fill in a sound tracker to address any gaps to ensure coverage. If a group of children are not getting a 

particular sound then an member of staff may do a quick intervention in the afternoon to support this.  

In Reception in the afternoon, the children may have pinny time where an adult flashes sounds / words at children 

for extra practice.  

 

Word boxes 

Reception and year 1 children will be given a word box to 

take home .The children need to segment and blend the 
words. The word boxes will focus on a particular sound 
and the words associated to it. There are 47 word boxes. 
This is to encourage segmenting and blending. There are 
also Alien words to ready the children for phonics 
screening test. These will be started in reception and carry 
through to Year 1.  
 
 

 

 



 

KS2 

In KS2, Phonics is not explicitly taught but is referred to so that children can make connections between early 

Phonics learning and reading and spelling. Staff also refer to Read Write Inc programme to aid transition from KS1 

to KS2. 

Reading in KS2 (Please see our Reading policy for further information) Children whose phonics abilities remain 

below national expectations at the end of KS1 are provided with further phonics interventions using 1:1 Fast Track 

Tuition. Read Write Inc flash cards and Spelling shed are used to engage and support children.  

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Recording books:  
Children take home 3 books each week: 

1. Coloured booked – matching to the children’s ability. (Children will have read this in school).  
2. Book bag book that matches the colour coded book.  
3. Library book – book for pleasure.  

 
In school, we keep a record of each child and what book they have taken home.  
We also write the return date.  
 
Example of recording:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Resources.  
 
Only RWI resources are used in a phonics lesson:  
 
Fred frog. 
Pocket chart  
Speed sounds chart – simple / complex.  
Flash cards – Small / A4 
Picture cards 

Green words  
Red words  
RWI storybooks / Ditty sheets.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
Presentation in phonics books:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Certificates:  
We use these certificates to praise the children when they have read 3 times and have a record of it in their reading 
record log.  
There is one for each colour of RWI books.  
Here is just an example of one:  
 


