Finlay Community S.chool
Reading 2025/2026

Our Whaole School Curriculum. ILntent

At Finlay, we aim to teach .a hroad and balanced curriculum that enables children to enjoy, achieve .and
succeed in line with the National Curriculum. This correlates with our whole school ~vision of Aspire, Belong
and Achieve. We prowvide .opportunities to develop the children's cultural capital and ensure they .are life-long
learners, who are ready for the next step of the education .and to thrive in society. In addition to teaching
the National Curriculum, we also aim for our children to leave school with a SMILE! Owr SMILE wvalues .are:
social awareness, mental health and wellbeing, independence, life skills .and excellent .aspirations. We prowvide
opportunities to develop these values in all curriculum areas.

Qur Reading Lntent

At Finlay, we intend for ouwr children to bhecome enthusiastic, motivated .and fluent readers, who are
confident in reading .o ~variety of genres and text types. We .aim for owr reading sessions to provide
children with the opportunities to dewvelop: w.ord reading, wider .decoding skills, comprehension .and
fluency. We also .aspire for our children to develop a love of literature .and .an enjoyment of reading
for pleaswre. Ln line with ouwr whole school curriculum intent, .o structured, cohesive approach to
teaching reading allows our children to develop hasic life skills that allow them to .achieve .and




2. Where oh Where is Finlay Bear?

3.

Reception Whole School Curriculum Overview:

Tales

Ouwr Local warea .and the UK.
The Great Spoce Race: Neil
Armstrong, Buzz Aldrin .and
Tim Peake.

3. I wonder...
4. Once Upon a Time:
F,a,i,ué,talz/s and Traditional

Thematic Overview

Year 4 2. Journey to the River Sea/
Come Sail With Me:
Oceans .and Rivers.
3. Ancient Greece .and the

Olymapics.

4
4

I. Lrw.aders .and Settlers:
Anglo Saxons and Vikings

2. The Rainforest: North .and
South America,
Deforestation.

Year §
Year 2

2. Lce Explorers: Artic and
Antarctica.

3. Let Me Entertain You:
Changes in leisure .and
entertainment throughout

history.
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2. Around the World in 60 D,a,g/s/

Paddington's Passport: The 7
continents .and 5 Oceans.
3. Heroes in History: Florence

Nightingale .and Mary Seacole. &
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Coverage Term by Term (Reception - Year 6)

Awtumn Term

Spring Term

Suwmmer Term

Astro Girl - Ken
Wilson-M.ax

Funny bhones -
Allan Ahlberg

Year |
Handd's surprise -
Eileen Brow.ne
Oof makes an .ouch
- Duncan Beedie
Year 2

Flat Stanley - Jeff

Brow.n

The day the

Drew Dayw.att

The ugly duckling

Shubh Diwali! -
Chitra Soundar

Cinderella in New
York -

Zim Zam Zoom -
James Carter

Fluff the Farting
Fish - M.ichael
Rosen

Aliens love

underpants -
Claire Freedman

Koala who could
- Rachel Bright

Rubys worry -

Tom Perciv.al

The lion inside -
Rachel Bright

Mr Gum (A,nd,g

Stanton)

Look up! -
N.athan Bryon

Farmyard
Hullahaloo -
Giles Andreae

We all went .on

Safari - Lauri
Krehs

The had tempered

ladybird - Eric
Carle

The Twits - Roald
Dahl

Whatever next - Jil Murphy
Dear Miss - Rachel Elliot

Albert Talbot: Master of Disguise -
Ben M.anley

Meerkat Mail - Emily
Grovett

I can only draw
waorms - Will

M.ahbit

My Hair - Hannah

Lee

Rumble in the Jungle
- Giles Andreae

Firew.ork imakers daughter
by Phillip Pullman




The proudest blue - The Owl who was
Lhtihaj Muhammad Afraid .of the Dark
- Jil Tomlinson

No dragons for tea
- Jean E Pendziw.al

Year 3
Stone Age Boy - Satashi Kitamura
Charlie .and The chocolate factory - Roald
Dahl

Year 4

The Hodgeheg - Dick King Smith

The Sheep Pig - Dick King Smith
Year 5

Wonder - R J Palacio

Year 6

Letters to the Lighthouse: Emma Carroll

Seed by Caryl Lewis

The super miraculous journey of Freddie
Yates - Jenny Pearson

The Explorer - Katherine Rundell

Skellig - Dawid Almond

Moon flight by Jill Lewis

Kensuke’s Kingdom - Michael Morpurgo

The Boy in the Tower - Polly Ho-yen

The Final Year - Matt Goodfellow




Progression of Knowledge, Skills and Understanding in the National
Curriculum

Word Reading

Birth -3 3-4 years Reception Year | Year 2 Year 3 Year &4 Year 5 Year 6
;ears
sharing listening to | how to listen | knowledge apply phonic | gromwing Gromwing and and
hooks with | Llonger stories | carefully and |.and skills as mi@dgzﬂi“d WQNMQ}Z:K WQNMQ}Z:K "“"de"’.s’ta" Ld{ the "“Ldz"js’to“‘ Ld@ the
. . as rook words, rook words, meaning . meaning .
an adult and can jWM lusl’zrung the route o route to prefixes .and prefixes new w.ords new w.ords
rememher | is importont | decode decode mords | aufflies and suffixes | that helshe | that helshe
much of w.ords. until automatic | (etymology and | (etymology and. | meets linked to | meets linked to
what decoding has | .morphology), .morphology), the the
)La,p.pzms, bhecome hoth to read including re-, expectations of | expectations of
emhbedded waloud and to Auh-, inter-, Year 5 Year 6
and . ing is | understand the | super-, anti-, spelling. spelling. I can
fuent. meaning .of auto-, -ation, read aloud
new w.ords -ous, hoth to and
he/she meets, read understand the
to waloud and to meaning .of the
including dis-, | understand the words on the
mis-, in-, il-, meaning .of Year 5/6 list.
im=, ir-, -ly, new w.ords
with reference | he/she
to English meets, with
Appendix |. reference to
Fnali
Appendix |.
Pay attention | Notice some Learn new Respond Read Read further Read .and
and respond | print such as | wvocabulary | speedily with Wm‘z} by exception ' *dw*d'@ further
to the the first letter the correct | BRlending the ﬁ:fdﬁf noling fﬂw@ﬁiw“
i 25 OF of their sound to ~0 e WO
Pﬂb:u:rvpf e g o hus 4 words that correspondence | accurately,
ame, premes A hetween




or door (letters. or contain the spelling and noting the
rwumber or a groups. of graphemes. sound, .and anusual
W Lo go letters) »@0 r taught so far, | where correspondence
all L0+ especially these occur in | 5 hetween
recognising the word with | spelling .and
WW’ alternative reference to sound, .and
uudu,dulg, sounds for spelling where these
where graphemes. English occur in the
applicable, Appendix . word, mith
alternative reference
sa ' Appendix |.
Repeat w.ords | Understand Engage in Read Read
and phrases | that; story time | accurately hy | accurately
- Print has !:[21:1'15 words of two
meaning 50 s in or more
- Print can L siyllables that
have wbg,anu,bm contain
Adifferent Words graphemes.
- We read GPCs that
English have heen
text grom taught.
left to
right .and
from top
to hottom
- The names
of the
Adifferent
parts of
the hook
- Page
Aequencing
Develop play | Develop play | Listen Read Read mw.ords
arournd around carefully to Lomumon containing
favourite fav.ourite rhymes and | exception common
sltories using | stories using | songs, w.ords, Auffixes.
props props paying




attention to noting
how they anusual
sound corresponden
ces hetween
spelling and
sound .and
where
these occur
in the word.
N.otice some Develop Learn Read mw.ords | Read common
print, such phonological rhymes, containing exception
ok the first AWOIRNRAA. poems and | taught GPCs words, noting
letter of their - Spot AONGA and -5, —es, correspo
name, .a bus . in -ing, -ed, -er & hobweon.
or door Lamiliar and -est spelling and
rwmher or a stories and endings. sound. .and
familiar logo poems where these
- Count or ocour in the
,cLap. word.
siyllables in
a word
Recognize
words with
the same
sound
Repeat new Dewvelop Read .other Read most
rocabulary phonological | words .of words. quickly
in o context | owareness | .more than and. accurately,
of o story |- Spot one syllable fﬂ»&w,u,t Oﬁi
x in | that contain . ’g when
familiar | taught they hawe heen
stories and | GPCs. Lrequently
poems encountered.
- Count or




in a word

Recognise
w.ords
with the
Aome
sound
Repeat w.ords | Begin to read | Read w.ords Read .alowd
and phroses individual | with books closely
from familior letters by | contractions matched Lo
stories saying the | e.g. I'm, Ll |1
sounds well, .and fhﬁ[ﬂm'g
understand knowledge,
that the sounding .out
apostrophe anfamiliar
represents the | words
omitted accurately,
letter(s). automatically
.and without
undue
hesitation.
Begin to Read .aloud Re-read hooks,
hblend sounds | .accurately sounding out
into words, |hooks that | 4nfamiliar
50 that they | .are m
can read consistent o build ’

. ap
short words | with pluency and
made up of | developing confidence in
know letter - | phonic word reading.

sound knowledge
corresponden | .and that .do
o5 not require
5L
of other

strategies ko




w.ork out

words.
Re-read
phonically
decodable
hooks to
build up
fuency and
w.ord
reading.
Begin to read
CVC words
know.n letter
sound
corresponden
Yo
Develop
owareness ko
Recognise
and use
x. in
daily
corwersati
on
Use sound
huttons to
segment
and read

new w.ords
Can

w.ords




digraph or
trigraph

Progression of Knowledge, Skills and Understanding in the National
Curriculum

Comprehension

Birth -3 3-4 years Reception Year | Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6
Mears

Listen to Understand | Listen to .and | Develop Dewvelop Maintain Maintain Maintain Maintain
simple stories ‘why’ talk ahout pleasure in pleasure in positive positive positive positive




and. W‘OM Like stories to reading, reading, attitudes to attitudes to attitudes to attitudes to
understand ‘Why do you huild motivation to motivation to reading and reading and reading and reading .and
what is think the W JJJJ read, read, understanding understanding understanding understanding
. E . and ~ocabulary ~ocabulary of of what of what of what
) ' % i ’ ) and and what helshe he/she reads he/she reads he/she reads
of pictures 4 by listening to | by listening to, | listening to and discussing | to read and | hooks that are
a wide expressing o wide range .of increasingly Adifferent
range .of views ohout o | range .of fiction, poetry, | wide range of | ways and
poems, stories | wide range of | fiction, poetry plays, non- fiction, poetry reading for a
.and .non- 0. T4 plays and fiction and , non- range of
fiction at a and classic non-fiction reference hooks | fiction .and PULPOSRS.
level bheyond poetry, stories or texthooks reference
that .at which | .and non- hooks or
he/she can fiction at a texthooks.
read level bheyond
independently. that .at which
he/she can
read
independently.
Honve Ask Retell the Dewnelop Dewnelop M.aintain M.aintain M.aintain M.aintain
fav.ourite questions. story, once | pleasure in pleasure in positive positive positive positive
bocks and | choui the | ihoy have |7 | medng | ades o | aades to| | sttt to | s 2
secks them | hook. Make | deweloped a | ™ h mo h - - - ~
ouk 4o - o dszfd read, read, understanding | understanding | understanding | understanding
) L ~ocabulary ~ocabulary of what of what of what of
with an and shares | familiariby | ;nd and he/she reads | helshe reads | he/she reads | what he/she
adult, own hook with the text; understanding | understanding | by reading by reading for | by increasing reads by
.another child AOME A5 by being by discussing | hooks that are |.a range of his/her increasi
or to look at exact encouraged. to the sequence Astructured in PUrpOSRS. Lamiliarity his/her
alone repetition and link what is of events in Adifferent with Lamiliarity
some in their read or hooks and WY, a wide range with a
oW words heard read to how items of of bhooks, wide range of
his/her own information including hooks,
2Xperiences. aure related. myths, legends | including from
and our Literariy
traditional heritage
stories, modern | and hooks
fiction, fiction | from other
from our cultures and
Literary troditions.




heritage, and

hooks from
other cultures
.and. traditions.
Ask E,n,g,a,g,e, in Listen to .and Dejszop DQJszo,p, M.aintain M.aintain M.aintain M.aintain
one 2 talk ohout za,dingzm za,dingzm mm mm mm mm
{ lected x . x .
majﬁupﬁ:;ﬁ mju;f; " g . n,r;n motivation to motivation to reading .and reading .and reading and reading .and
comments /S,t(.JIJ.e/S,, ’dw'd'o'p d.ezp, ~ocabulary ~ocabulary of what of what of of
and shares | learning new | familiariby | 44 and he/she reads | he/she reads | what helshe | what he/she
their own Nﬂmmw)é with new understanding | understanding | by increasing by wusing reads by reads by
ond. ~ery familiar increasingly familiarity check the hooks that discussing
Mombu.Lau?; with key familiar with with .a wide meaning .of he/she has themes and
Atories, fairy and retelling o | range words Hat read to hislher | corwentions in
stories and wider range of | of hooks, helshe has peers, giving and ocross a
traditional stories, fairy including fairy | read. reasons for wide range .of
tales, retelling | stories .and stories, muyths his/her writing.
them .and traditional and legends, choices.
considering tales. and retell
their particular some of these
characteristics. orally.
R .@spond to Dewvelop Dewvelop M.aintain M.aintain M.aintain M.aintain
what they pleasure in pleasure in positive positive positive positive
hear with reading, reading, attitudes to attitudes to attitudes to attitudes to
relovant muotivation to muotivation to reading and reading and reading and reading .and
; read, read, understanding | understanding | wnderstanding | understanding
questions, ~o.cabulary ~o.cabulary of of what of of what
comments and and what he/she he/she reads what helshe he/she reads
and .actions | understanding | understanding | reads by by reading a | reads by by making
read to and | appreciate simple themes in ho.oks, Adiscussing within .and
during whole rhymes .and recurring hooks including fairy | themes and across hooks.
class poems, Literary stories, myths | corwentions in
. . and to recite language in and legends, writing.
S some by heart. | stories and wond retell some
poetry. 0f these




M.ake Develop Develop Maintain Maintain M.aintain M.aintain
conmments pleasure in pleasure in positive positive positive positive
ahout what reading, reading, attitudes to attitudes to wattitudes to attitudes to
’U"’Q*J . motivation to motivation to reading .and reading .and reading and reading .and
heard and read, read, understanding understanding understanding understanding
~ocabulary ~ocabulary of what of what of what of what
,azsk and and he/she xmd/s he//sha xzad/s he/she fza,d/s he/she reads
clarify their | by discussing | by discussing | .aloud poems words and LOIMPASASONS wider ronge of
understandin | word and clarifying | .and perform phrases that within a hook. | poetry by
pe! meanings, the meanings play scripts. capture the heart.
Linking .new of words, reader’s interest
know.n. know.n
~ocabulary.
Ask Understand Dewvelop M.aintain M.aintain M.aintain Understand
questions | hoth the hooks | pleasure in positive positive positive what he/she
about storics. he/she can reading, attitudes to attitudes to attitudes to reads by
already read motivation to reading .and reading and reading and Aummarising
accurately read, understanding | understanding | understanding | the main
and fluently ~ocabulary of what of what of what ideas draw.n
and those and he/she reads he/she reads he/she reads from more
to by drawing | by discussing words that some different | poems .and paragraph,
on what is his/her capture the forms of plays to read and identifying
already known | Lowv.ourite reader’s poetry aloud and key details that
or on waords and inderest and e.q. free nverse, | to perform, support the
hackground phroses. imagination. narrative showing main ideas.
information poetry. aunderstanding
ond through
~ocabulary intonation,
provided by tone and
the teacher. yolume so that
clear to .an




H.os Understand Dewelop Understand Understand Understand Understand
Lovourite hoth the hooks | pleasure in what helshe what helshe what helshe what helshe
hooks and helshe can reading, reads by reads by reads by reads by
e 4 already read motivation to checking that checking that checking that identifying
accurately and | read, the text .makes | the text .makes | .the hook how language,
out, l;o share and ~ocabulary sense to sense to makes sense to | structure and
with an | those helshe | .and him/her, him/her, him/her, presentation
or to look at | the text makes | to huild up a understanding understanding, | understanding
alone Aense As reperkoire of of words. and explaining | and exploring
he/she reads poems learnt the meaning of | the meaning .of
and by heart, words in words in
«correcting Aappreciating cortext. context.
inaccurate these .and
reading. reciting some,
with
appropriate
intonation to
make the
meaning .clear
Can share a | Understand Understand Understand Understand Understand Discuwss .and
w orite hoth the hooks | hoth the hooks | what he/she what he/she what helshe evaluate how
hook with a he/she can that he/she reads by reads by reads by authors use
peer, r . already read can .already ,wskm,g ,ws,kmq ,anun.g W,
the /'s,to,r,g A fluently and and fluently improve improve improve figurative
their omn those helshe and those that | his/her his/her his/her language,
repeating discussing the | to by droawing | of .« text. of texts of of <o impact on the
know.n significance .of | on what increasing texts. reader.
the text evends. knows or on
hackground
information
and
~ocabulary
provided by

the teacher




Understand Dewelop Understand Understand Understand Explain .and
hoth the hooks | pleasure in what helshe what helshe what helshe Adiscuss hislher
helshe can reading, reads by reads by reads by understanding
already read motivation to Adrawing drawing Adrawing of what
and fluently ~ocabulary such such as such as read, including
and those and a5 inferring inferring inferring through formal
he/she listens understanding | characters’ characters’ char.acters’ presentations
to by making by continuing feelings, feelings, feelings, and dehates,
on the hasis repertoire of motives motives from motives from focus on the
of what is poems from their their actions, their topic and
done. heart, Justifying inferences with {w.»sh.@g,ug where

these .and evidence. taken from the | evidence.

reciting some, text.

with

appropriate

intonation to

make the

meaning clear.
Understand Understand Understand Understand Understand Pronide
hoth the hooks | hoth the hooks | what he/she what he/she what helshe reasoned
helshe can that he/she reads by reads by reads in Mﬂ@waﬁom
accurately and | read might might happen complex texts Niews.

and accurately and }La,p,p.en Lrom from details ,b,g

on the bhasis drawing .on implied.
of what has what helshe
heen read so already know.s
far. or on

hackground

information

and

~ocabulary




provided by

the teacher
Participate in Understand Understand Understand Discuss .and
discussion hoth the hooks | what he/she what he/she evaluate how
ahout what is | that helshe reads by reads by authors use
turns and accurately and | .drawn drawn from figurative
listening to fluently and Lrom within more than one | language,
what others those that one paragraph | paragraph and | .considering
Ay, helshe listens | .and summarise | swrmarise impact .on the
to hy these. these. reader.
checking that
the text makes
sense to
he/she
reads and
corrects
inaccurate
reading.
Explain clearly | Understand Understand Understand Distinguish
his/her hoth the hooks | what he/she what he/she hhetween
understanding | that he/she reads by reads by statements .of
read to read how language, | how language, | .opinion.
him/her accurately and | structure, and | structure, .and Retrieve, record
fuently and presentation presentation and present
those that contribute to conkribute to information
he/she listens | meaning, meaning, to {rom non-
making use of paragraphs,
inferences on paragraphs, use of
the bhasis of headings, sub- | pronouns for
what is heing headings and cohesion,
commas to commas. Lor
punctuate X
Apeech. apostrophes to

mark




possession,

fronted
adverhials.
Retrieve .and
record
information
from non-
fiction over a
wide r. of
subjects.

Understand Retrieve .and Participate in

bhoth the hooks | record cear reasoned

that he/she information discussion

can .already from non- wahout hooks,

read fiction. poems and

accurately and wother material

fluently and that is read to

to hy can read

answering .ond r
o what others
AQy.

Understand Participate in

hbhoth the hooks | reasoned

that he/she discussion

can .already wahout hooks,

read poems and

accurately and | other .materials

fuently and that are read

to by can

predicting what | read for

on the bhasis taking turns

of what has




bheen read so

to what
others say.

Participate in
Adiscussion
ahout books,
poems and
wother

waorks that are
read to

those that
he/she can
read for
himself/herself,
taking turns
Lo what
others soy.

Explain .and

of hooks,
poems and
other .material,
hoth those that
to and those

he/she reads

himself/herself




Characteristics of Effective Reading Teaching

What would | see in a unit of Reading? What would | see in a Lesson?

Recap .at the beginning of the term to

Lessons taught developing VIPERS
objectives - Viocah, Lnference, Predict,

Explain, Retrieve, Swmmarise

High Quality Texts w.ith rich

~.ocabulary

Same text Lor .all children
Scaffolded .activities hased .around

the same skill

5 minute recap at the heginning of
each lesson to encouroge retention .of

key knowledge and ~v.ocabulary.

Development of knowledge, skills .and

N.ational Curriculum.

A range of texts including fiction,

non-fiction and poetry

Opportunity to talk .about the text

and .make comparisons

Progression in VIPERS skills .as
outlined in the Reading .at Finlay

Adocuwment




